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Facts of the case 

You are a lawyer working for an implementing partner of UNHCR on the 

Greek island of Atlantis and the case of Ms. A.B. is referred to you by 

UNHCR staff. Ms. A.B. is 20 years old and she is from a country where 

several trafficking networks operate, transferring persons to Europe for 

sexual exploitation. Ms. A.B. arrived on Atlantis a few months ago and was 

registered at the Reception and Identification (RIC) and applied for 

asylum, however she couldn’t leave the island due to the geographical 

restriction. The trafficking network smuggled her to Athens where Ms. 

A.B. was told that she would work in a hair salon. Instead, she was taken 

to a house with other women, some of which were under 18 years old, 

and was pressured into engaging in sexual intercourse with several men 

every day for money. Ms. A.B. managed to leave and, fearing legal 

consequences to her asylum case, she returned to the island of Atlantis 

on her own. However, the trafficking network was present there and 

found her. They approached her and threatened her that if she speaks to 

anyone about what she saw in Athens and the people she knows, she will 

be killed. Ms. A.B. was terrified. Nevertheless, she wanted to speak to 

someone, so she approached UNHCR staff discreetly in the Women’s 

Friendly Space that is operating and told her her story.  The staff informed 

Ms. A.B. about her options, asked for her consent and referred her to you. 

Ms. A.B.’s asylum interview is in 4 months and she has a geographical 

restriction, so she has to remain on Atlantis. There is no Counselling 

Centre for Women on Atlantis, nor a safe shelter. Ms. A.B. is placed by 

UNHCR in ESTIA accommodation, however Atlantis is a small island and 

when going shopping for groceries, she often encounters the traffickers. 

You encourage Ms. A.B. to inform the public prosecutor about what she 

knows. Ms. A.B. is willing to testify, however she is terrified that if the 
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traffickers find out, they will fulfil their threats and harm her. She said that 

she can testify if she is moved somewhere else, away from Atlantis, and 

be protected. As her lawyer, you ask the relevant state agency for a 

vulnerability assessment, but this is pending because there are thousands 

of people on Atlantis and many of them with severe medical problems, 

while there are only three people doing vulnerability assessments from 

the state agency. Even if she gets an appointment faster, it is highly 

unlikely that her vulnerability will be recognised. You also ask the RIC 

Director to lift the geographical restriction of Ms. A.B., however he refuses 

to do so without a vulnerability assessment. In any case, he has done this 

only for some persons with serious medical issues, such as cancer patients 

who needed to be moved to Athens to get treatment that isn’t available 

on Atlantis. In the meantime, the traffickers have started to call Ms. A.B. 

and to threaten her, possibly having noticed that she is meeting with you 

or with the UNHCR staff.  

Relevant legal framework 

Laws 4636/2019 & 4686/2020 and 4251/2014 

Questions 

What can you do in order to ensure that Ms. A.B. can be moved to the 

mainland and be protected, so that she can safely testify? 

 


