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Case Study No. 5:  

An organised crime group consisting of Romanian and Spanish citizens recruited several 

women from Timisoara area in order to exploit them through prostitution in Spain. At the time 

of recruitment, the traffickers promised the women jobs in agriculture and housekeeping. For a 

short period of time they had been hosted in Timisoara, at one of the suspects’s place, and then 

transported by plane to Spain (Madrid). 

Once arrived at their destination, the women were told that they could no longer work 

in the indicated fields because there were no more jobs available; in order to pay their debts to 

the traffickers – namely the cost of air transport, food, rent in Madrid, and other expenses – 

they were forced into prostitution and the income was to be equally shared with the traffickers.  

Initially the 5 victims did not agree, but because their debts doubled from day to day, 

the defendants threatened them and they did not have money to return home, so they agreed to 

practice prostitution, but only to pay the debts to the traffickers and to return home; the earnings 

of the victims were almost entirely withheld by the traffickers, and the victims’ debts continued 

to increase despite the substantial amounts of money obtained by the victims from prostitution 

and handed over to the traffickers. 

Initially, there was an exchange of European Investigation Orders between the 

Romanian and the Spanish authorities, given that each country had their own open files on their 

own citizens. Due to the complexity of the investigations, the state authorities decided to sign 

an agreement on setting up a joint investigation team charged with the investigation of the 

organised crime group’s activity related to sexual exploitation of victims in Madrid. 

It was established that the investigations should be coordinated to simultaneously 

require the pre-trial detention of Romanian and Spanish traffickers, the collection of evidence, 

the ordering of precautionary measures, as well as the rescue of victims. 

After collecting the evidence, initially by the European Investigation Order and then in 

the joint investigation team, in agreement with the Spanish authorities, there was set a date for 

the simultaneous arrest of the defendants, 2 of them being Spanish citizens on Spanish territory 

and 5 Romanians, out of which 3 were on Romania’s territory. 

At the time of the simultaneous arrest of the 7 defendants on the territories of the two 

states, there were taken precautionary measures on the movable and immovable property 

acquired by the defendants and the victims were rescued. In this case, the Romanian authorities 

used the following forms of international judicial cooperation: joint investigation teams, the 

European Investigation Order, and the European arrest warrant. 

 


