
Case Study No. 4:  

It was ordered the prosecution of 8 defendants for the charge of setting up an organised 

crime group in order to commit crimes of trafficking in human beings and trafficking in minors 

through sexual exploitation of victims which had been recruited by false promises of marriage (lover 

boy method) and by offering jobs abroad (housekeepers or caregivers of the elderly). 

The victims were recruited in Bucharest by 3 of the defendants; after the exploitation of the 

victims for a period of time in Bucharest, they were sold to 2 other defendants in Craiova, the latter 

transporting the victims by plane to Italy (Milan) for sexual exploitation. The money obtained from 

their exploitation was invested by the 8 defendants in movable property (jewellery and luxury cars) 

and real estate (houses) in Romania. 

The Romanian and Italian authorities have signed an agreement on the establishment of a 

joint investigation team to investigate the activity of the organised crime group on the exploitation 

of victims through prostitution in Milan; they have established that the investigations had to be 

coordinated so as to simultaneously request the preventive arrest of traffickers, the collection of 

evidence, the ordering of precautionary measures, as well as the rescue of victims. 

During the criminal investigation, the Romanian authorities issued European arrest warrants 

for the two defendants known to be in Italy, but the Italian authorities could not execute the warrants 

because the defendants fled. Subsequently, when the case reached the judicial investigation phase, 

one of the two fugitive defendants voluntarily surrendered to the Romanian authorities upon 

entering the country; the second was located on the territory of the France, and the French 

authorities executed the European mandate. 

During the judicial investigation, the court approved the hearing of a witness by 

videoconference, given that he/she established his/her domicile in Italy (Milan); being impossible 

to appear in person in Romania due to certain health problems, a European Investigation Order has 

been issued in this regard. 

In this case, the Romanian authorities used the following forms of international judicial 

cooperation: during the criminal investigation - the joint investigation team with the Italian 

Republic (for the collection of evidence necessary to investigate the case, namely home searches, 

computer searches, interceptions of telephone calls; a Romanian prosecutor attended the hearing 

of the victims that took place in Italy), and the European arrest warrant; During the judicial 

investigation, a European Investigation Order was issued for the hearing of the witness, and the 

European arrest warrant was confirmed for the fugitive defendant.  

 


