
Case Study No. 3:                         

An organised crime group consisting of Romanian and Moldovan citizens recruited several 

women from Suceava with the purpose of their exploitation for prostitution in Germany. At the 

time of their recruitment, the traffickers promised the women well-paid housekeeping jobs in 

Germany. For a short period of time they were hosted in Suceava at one of the suspects’s place, 

and then they were transported by personal cars through Ukraine and Poland. Along their way to 

the final destination, respectively Dresden - Germany, the victims were sheltered in two locations, 

respectively in Lviv – Ukraine, and Krakow - Poland. 

Once arrived at destination, the women were raped, and then forced into prostitution in 

various clubs in Dresden, Germany. The traffickers invested the significant amounts of money 

they obtained from the exploitation of the victims in the purchase of movable and immovable 

property in Romania and Germany. 

The Romanian and German authorities have signed an agreement on the establishment of 

a joint investigation team to investigate the activity of the organised crime group on the 

exploitation of victims through prostitution in Dresden and established that the investigations be 

coordinated so as to simultaneously request the preventive arrest of traffickers, the collection of 

evidence, the ordering of precautionary measures, as well as the rescue of the victims. 

As the victims had been housed during their transport at two different locations, namely 

Lviv - Ukraine and Krakow - Poland, the Romanian prosecutors issued a European Investigation 

Order to the Polish authorities, and a letters rogatory to the Ukrainian authorities requesting home 

searches of the two locations and taking of evidence, as well as the authorisation to track the 

vehicles used for the transport of the victims, the interception of telephone conversations within 

the respective locations, as well as the authorisation of interception of telephone conversations 

between the members of the organised crime group in these two countries; these investigation 

measures had been ordered by the Romanian authorities at national level, as well. 

Following the collection of evidence required by the forms of international judicial 

cooperation, namely the International Letters Rogatory (Ukraine), the European Investigation 

Order (Poland) and the Joint Investigation Team (Germany) there has been set a date by common 

agreement with the German authorities for the simultaneous arrest of the defendants, 5 of them on 

the territory of Germany, and 2 on the territory of Romania, with the issuance of European arrest 

warrants.     

At the time of the simultaneous arrest of the 7 defendants on the territories of the two states, 

there had been taken precautionary measures on the movable and immovable property acquired by 

the defendants and the victims were rescued. 

In this case, the Romanian authorities used the following forms of international judicial 

cooperation: joint investigation teams, the European Investigation Order, the international rogatory 

commission, and the European arrest warrant. 

 


