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Claiming compensation via the 
European Court of Human Rights

• C.N. and V. v. France
judgment of 11 October 2012
(67724/09) re: Domestic workers

• Elizabeth Kawogo
against the United Kingdom

decision of 3 September 2013
(56921/09) re: Domestic worker

• Chowdury and others v. Greece
judgment of 30 March 2017
(21884/15) re: Labor workers



C.N. and V. v. France – 4 years domestic servitude
Nanterre Criminal Court awards EUR 24,000 for all damages without 
distinguishing between pecuniary and non-pecuniary dimensions
ECtHR awards on an equitable basis EUR 30,000

Elizabeth Kawogo against the UK – 10 months domestic servitude
Employment Tribunal awards GBP 58,585 (~ EUR 66,000) for unpaid wages, 
holiday pay, failure to provide employment contract
ECtHR awards EUR 18,000 in moral damages for failure to investigate trafficking

Chowdury and others v. Greece – between 2 and 6 months labor exploitation
ECtHR awards on an equitable basis EUR 16,000 each, for unpaid wages and 
moral damage



KRACHUNOVA V. BULGARIA

• appl. № 18269/18

registered on 24 May 2018 

current status “requiring a decision”

• Article 4  Prevent + Protect + Prosecute                

well established case-law

• Article 13 right to effective domestic 

remedy =  right to compensation for 

material damages /lost earnings from sex 

work/



State Funds

• Excessive length of criminal proceedings
– Krachunova case: EUR 500 for  4 y. 9 m.
– secondary victimization argument is relevant
– applies to non-EU citizens

• Material damages caused by the crime
– Applies to non-EU citizens
– Applies in case of unidentified perpetrator
– Paid by the budget of the Ministry of Justice



Case law of the Supreme Court of 
Cassation

• Решение № 91 от 24.03.2009 г. на ВКС по н. д. № 64/2009 г., I н. 
о. Уважава граждански иск за неимуществени вреди в размер 
на 10 000 лв за престъпление трафик на хора с цел използване 
за развратни действия в продължение на 2 години и 2 месеца.

• Решение № 170 от 13.05.2015 г. на ВКС по н. д. № 308/2015 г., I 
н. о. Уважава граждански иск за неимуществени вреди в размер 
на 20 000 лв за престъпление трафик на хора с цел използване 
за развратни действия за период от общо 6 месеца и половина.

• Решение № 134 от 27.09.2016 г. на ВКС по н. д. № 481 / 2016 г. I 
н. о. Уважава граждански иск за неимуществени вреди в размер 
на 20 000 лв за престъпление трафик на хора с цел използване 
за развратни действия за период от общо 4 години и 9 месеца.



Compensation for minor victims

• Criminal case 281/19 of Vratsa District Court
– Pregnant mother forced to prostitute 

– Baby born prematurely

– EUR 5,000 compensation for moral damages of the 
baby; mother compensated separately 

• Criminal case 2849/10 of Pleven District Court
– Teenage girl forced into pick-pocketing 

– Total period of exploitation: 2y. 7m.

– EUR 500 compensation for moral damages


